[Viral hepatitis with clinical and epidemiological manifestations similar to hepatitis A but of a different etiology].
A case of viral hepatitis in man, appearing as the result of infection caused by pooled concentrated suspensions of fecal samples collected from patients having had repeated hepatitis infection during the period of 1-2 years, is described. Though this infection was similar to hepatitis A in many clinical and epidemiological signs, the possibility of its etiologic relationship with hepatitis virus A was positively excluded; there was also no evidence of the participation of hepatitis virus B in the process. Immunoelectron microscopy of excretions collected at the acute stage of the disease revealed the presence of spherical viral particles 27-30 nm in diameter. Antibodies capable of reacting with these particles were detected in the sera of patients having had 2 kinds of hepatitis and in the sera of patients having the 1 kind of hepatitis in the focus of infection where repeated cases of hepatitis had been observed. No such antibodies were found in the sera of patients with hepatitis A alone and in the set of standard sera specific to viruses causing hepatitis A and hepatitis non A, non B. The authors believe that 2 kinds of hepatitis with the fecal-oral mechanism of transmission exist and propose to name their causative agents hepatitis viruses A, type 1 and type 2.